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Note to self: Go to Singapore at the end of your next trip to Asia! With no fault of whatever 
place you visit after "The Orchid”, you will have a letdown. There’s not much you can do 
about it. All you can do is let it happen and get over it as quickly as possible. Kuala Lumpur 
is the 7th most visited city in the world and there are lots of valid reasons for that. It is a 
shopping mecca and there are certain areas that rival its neighbour to the south, which is the 
5th most visited city. The problem is, you are back into the diversity that is SE Asia. Where 
extreme wealth and poverty co-exist. Gold and grunge are intimate neighbours in this region. 

KL is far more real than Singapore. Our first week in Malaysia was at a 5-
star resort and a small tourist city, so we were somewhat protected from 
that reality. Don’t get me wrong, we didn’t come here just for the fabulous 
food and the equally wonderful massages. Sure, that’s a big part of it but 
traveling is about the challenges and experiences that present 
themselves. The people you meet, the sights you see and the 
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preconceived notions that become obliterated as you 
learn and see new things. That is why you come to SE 
Asia. 

There are cultural characteristics about this unique 
county that add to the complexity of traveling here. It is 
one of the most controlled Muslim dominated countries in 
the world. Two-thirds of the population are of Malay 
descent, one-quarter are Chinese and one-tenth are 
Indian. If you aren’t a math major, that includes almost 
everyone. When a Malay Malaysian baby is born, it is 
designated by legal definition to be a Muslim and with 
that, comes rights and advantages that are not provided to 
Chinese and Indian Malaysians. As the infant grows up, 
there is no option that allows for a change in religious 
affiliation while remaining a Malaysian citizen. In the public 
school system, more than half of the curriculum consists 
of religious studies which condition the children to accept 
and revel in the life-long extension of their religious 
birthright. It is easy to sit in judgment of a society that 
appears trapped but when you spend some time listening 
to and observing the people, you see that they are calm, 
gracious, happy and helpful. If I was granted the power of 
being the Prime Minister of a country, I would choose Malaysia over 
Canada in a flash. We are the equivalent of a nation of seven-year-olds 
on sugar highs as we demand our rights and feelings to be recognized 
while trying to get ahead of those around us. That does not seem to 
exist here. Last year, after about 50 years of being governed by a single 
political/religious party, there was a landslide victory by an opposition 
party. “Finally,” we would think, “They have seen that their sheltered and 
restrictive existence is not in step with the Western view of what life should be and 
demanded change.” Well, we would be wrong. They elected a 93-year-old who had been the 
original face of that same political party who had been phased out by the recent PM who 
reportedly became corrupt and was accused of stealing millions or billions of dollars (Look it 
up: MBI). The people went back to the original Prime Minister who for many years in office 

had made them what they are today. Given his age, it would seem 
that my chance to be the next Prime Minister of Malaysia may be 
occurring in the not too distant future.

Our first day in KL was not ideal. Everything we tried to do was a 
failure so finally, we went for a massage and did a reset. From that 
point onward our visit began to improve. We met interesting people 
explored nicer places and began to regain our enthusiasm for the 
city. We began to see things in a better light and we were rewarded 
for it. I may never be the Prime Minister of Malaysia, but I am 
definitely going to enjoy our time here. 
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